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Kitselas Chief & Council 2025 
Oath of Office Ceremony June 2025

We gathered as a community to witness and celebrate the swearing-in of our newly elected Kitselas
Chief and Council for the 2025–2028 term. The event opened with a heartfelt prayer from Elder
Edward Innes, grounding the evening in tradition and respect.

The Oath of Office was then taken collectively by the new council members, accompanied by a
beautiful prayer blessing from Elder Isabel McGee. The moment was commemorated with a photo
opportunity and the sharing of a celebratory cake, honoring the start of a new term.

Special guests included members of the McDames family, who offered good wishes to the incoming
council, and City of Terrace Mayor Sean Bujtas, who congratulated the newly elected leaders.
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Left-Right: Cyril Bennett-Nabess, Gerald Nyce, Cheryl Campbell, Jorden Squires, 
Chief Glenn Bennett, Ken McDames Jr., Victor Wright, Jericho Collison 

Chief Glenn Bennett presented a Bentwood box,
crafted by K5T’s team, to the family of Judy Gerow,
acknowledging her years of dedicated service on
council. Her sisters graciously accepted the gift on her
behalf. 

Geneva Mason was also recognized for her two-year
term, with appreciation for her steady presence and
commitment to community.
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Oath of Office Ceremony June 2025
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The evening concluded with words of gratitude and
reflection from the councillors. Ken McDames Jr. shared, “I
wanna be here, I wanna show you—the people—that I’ve
been here, and I’ll continue the work I’ve been doing. We’ve
been talking about the ratification treaty vote, and I want
to be a huge part of that—for the youth and our people.”

Ken McDames Jr

Jericho Collison

“In the theme of birthdays—it’s my son’s 6th birthday

today, and he’s waiting for me to cut the cake. It’s so nice to

see you all, and thank you all for today.”

Jorden Squires
“Chiefs, Matriarchs, and Honoured Guests of the Kitselas First Nation

—welcome.

My name is Jorden Squires, and I would like to introduce myself

properly. My traditional name is Ga’ayaas, a name I was given at my

late Uncle Paul’s stone moving feast. I was told it is an old name, and

it translates to The Lookout Person. This name comes from the

Nistahook, Gisbutwada (Killerwhale) clan.

To begin, I want to sincerely thank you for placing your confidence in

me to represent you as a nation. It is an honour I do not take lightly.”
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Gerald Nyce

“I just want to take a moment to thank everyone for your continued

confidence in me. This marks my third term on council, and I’ve truly

enjoyed working alongside my fellow councillors.

I especially want to thank Glenn and CJ for all their help and

mentorship. I don’t think they fully realize just how much their

presence at the table and the example they’ve set as role models

have impacted me. Their guidance has meant a great deal.”

Cyril Bennett-Nabess
“I’m honored to be one of the seven elected council

members serving our great community. I want to take this

opportunity to sincerely thank each and every one of you

for making tonight possible—and for making Kitselas the

incredible community that it is. It’s because of you that

people know who Kitselas is. It’s because of you that others

recognize the strength, beauty, and pride of our Nation. 

And it’s not just our community that shines—it’s also our food! Tonight’s feast is a perfect example

of that.Over the past two years, I’ve had the honour of attending many of our cultural gatherings,

and each one reminds me of how special our community truly is.”

“We will continue to serve you, and I want to acknowledge and
thank Ulyses Vengas for managing two biggest projects for our
new 40 units under BC Housing, and the Community Hall. Our
community, still needs services. Yes! We may have ratified a
treaty but were still under the care of the Federal Government
for programs and services. We see that our community needs
side walks, for the safety of our children that walk the street in
Gitaus, hopefully that will be a high priority. “

Chief Glenn Bennett
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Victor Wright
“I’m honoured to be one of your elected members, now serving

my third term. Your vote of confidence means a great deal to

me. It’s been a long trail—a long road filled with teachings and

lessons. There’s been so much learning along the way, and I

want to sincerely thank our Elders for sharing their stories and

wisdom. What we’ve learned from you continues to guide us

forward.”

Cheryl Campbell
“It's a pleasure to be here and to see so many of you

gathered to witness the Kitselas Band Council "Oath of

Office" Ceremony. Congratulations for a successful election

for 2025. I'm grateful for the trust our community has placed

in us. We are here because of you - our families, our friends,

our elders, our youth and all those who believe in coming

together to build a stronger future for Kitselas. 

To my family thank you for your support. To my partner Harvey, my brother Alfy Jr. and my mom

Marj. To my late father Alfie McDames Sr. would be so proud of this moment. I carry his memory

with me everyday, and I hope to honor his legacy through this role and service to our community.

I want to give thanks to God, through who all things are possible. Thank you all once again for this

opportunity. I'm honored. Let's build a future we can all be proud of. “
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Kitselas Connects is put together by the
Kitselas Communication Department.

Please email communications@kitselas.com
with any info (events, news, fundraisers,
photos, etc) that you would like to share
with the community.

Deadline for submission is Tuesday.
Call 250.635.5084 EXT 4071 
with any questions. 

KITSELAS ADMINISTRATION
2225 Gitaus Road 
Terrace, BC  V8G 0A9

P  250 635 5084
F  250 635 5353

OFFICE HOURS
Monday to Friday 8:30am - 4pm
Closed for lunch 12 - 12:30pm 

www.kitselas.com

Get in Touch


