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Why are we here today?  

To provide input about our 
needs and experiences with 

Kitselas childcare

Currently 
here



About 
the Project

The Childcare Needs 
Assessment gathers input about 
the views of Members in terms of 
a potential childcare facility on 
Gitaus. 

Needs assessments can improve 
the quality of policy or program 
decisions helping us to achieve 
better outcomes for our 
community. 

The assessment will be presented 
as a report to Chief and Council to 
help support future planning 
decisions for childcare at Kitselas 
First Nation.
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Our 
Community 
Demographics

Demographic information 
(age and location) shows us 
that most Kitselas children 
and parents currently live on 
Gitaus even though childcare 
(Headstart/Daycare) is 
offered on Kulspai.

It also shows us that over half 
of Kitselas youth and adults 
under 25 live on-Reserve.
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Kitselas Head Start
The Head Start program was moved from the basement of the 
Administration Office on Gitaus to Kulspai a few years ago.
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Kitselas Head Start operates at a 
maximum capacity of 17 children. 
The program is currently at about 
half of capacity.

Enrollment numbers:



Future
Community 
Development

Improving accessibility to 
childcare ranked high as a priority 
for childcare in our recent survey. 

Kitselas has a young population 
with 85% of on-reserve Members 
under 45 living on Gitaus along 
with most of the land available for 
future development 
opportunities. The number of 
families with children is expected 
to grow. 

Kulspai is limited to future growth 
since it is nearly fully developed. 
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Kulspai

Gitaus



We Need Your 
Input!

Community input will help us 
understand the needs our 
Members have today and in the 
future. 

The input collected through this 
engagement will help inform the 
Childcare Needs Assessment and 
recommendations to support 
future decision making for 
childcare. This could include 
potential design, implementation 
and evaluation of projects and 
programs. 

It is important to hear from the 
whole community – all Members, 
spouses of Members and Staff 
are encouraged to participate.

7



The
Activities

We have put together a number 
of activities to collect input about  
childcare at Kitselas.

Please share your ideas and 
thoughts!

All input collected will remain 
anonymous and be compiled into 
an engagement summary 
included with the Childcare 
Needs Assessment report.

Thank you for participating! 
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One word that 
comes to mind 
about Kitselas
childcare now

Write one word or idea 
per sticky note that best 
describes Kitselas 
childcare currently 
available.

Example - one word or 
idea describing 
‘springtime’ could be:
• rainy 
• thaw 
• fresh start
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Place sticky notes here



Childcare Challenges
We have heard that finding childcare and cost of 
childcare a big challenges for our Members.
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Place sticky notes here

Childcare Challenges
We have heard that finding childcare and cost of childcare 
a big challenges for our Members. 

What is the biggest challenge with childcare that you face and why?



What do we 
need to know?

We have created three categories 
to collect comments and ideas 
regarding childcare on the 
following slides. 

As your going through each topic, 
consider:
• The current Head Start 

program
• The potential of moving 

childcare services from 
Kulspai to Gitaus

• What is working well? 
• What could be improved? 
• Any ideas that may benefit 

children and the community 
through childcare?
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Location & 
Space

Kitselas’ Head Start is a free fully 
licensed preschool program that 
runs from September to June.

The Head Start program operates 
on Kulspai in a building owned by 
Kitselas for several decades that 
was renovated a few years ago, 
initially to house the the Lands & 
Resources Office.

The facility is furnished with toys 
and play equipment. The central 
space includes an area for play, 
cooking and eating. A yard 
provides outdoor space.
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Ideas or Comments
Location & Space

Please share any ideas or comments you have 
about the location and space
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Place sticky notes here



Program, 
Language & 
Culture
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Kitselas’ Head Start runs a variety 
of fun activities for children ages 3 
to 6 years old, living on-reserve. It 
focuses on what is best for small 
children – playing. 

The program is guided by the 
Tsimshian calendar and the six 
components of Aboriginal Head 
Start.  

The program promotes:
• connection with culture
• linguistic development
• social development
• art & creative development
• school readiness



Ideas or Comments
Program, Language & Culture

Please share any ideas or comments you have about 
program, language and culture for Kitselas Childcare
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Place sticky notes here



Health, 
Nutrition & 
Wellbeing
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Head Start teaches nutritional 
education. Children attending the 
program receive daily meals 
prepared by staff. 

The program also includes some 
basic health checks like dental 
hygiene. It promotes physical 
health, family involvement and 
strengthening of social support. 



Ideas or Comments
Health, Nutrition & Wellbeing

Please share any ideas or comments you have about 
health, nutrition and wellbeing for Kistelas Childcare
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Place sticky notes here



Completing the Puzzle
Think about the key elements that make childcare and 
related services work for our community.

What are the key pieces that help to make that vision a reality?
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Final Thoughts
Is there anything else that you would like to share 
regarding Kitselas childcare?

Please use sticky notes to add any final thoughts below
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Place sticky notes here



Next Project 
Steps

Ø Collect completed 
activity packages and 
completed survey 
results for analysis 

Ø Complete an 
engagement summary 

Ø Develop draft 
recommendations

Ø Complete the 
Assessment report

Ø Present to Chief & 
Council

20

How can I learn more?

250-635-5084 health@Kitselas.com

2225 Gitaus Rd
Terrace BC, 

V8G0A9

Contact Geri or 
Geneva
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Childcare Challenges
We have heard that finding childcare and cost of childcare 
a big challenges for our Members. 

kitselas.com/kfn-childcare


